
Immunization is one of the most 
cost-effective solutions to major 
global challenges and vaccination 
prevents an estimated 2.5 million 
deaths annually. With the exception 
of clean water, no other modality 
prevents more deaths than 
vaccination.1 The Philippines is now 
the 44th country to be certified as 
having eliminated maternal and 
neonatal tetanus.2 This was achieved 
primarily by ensuring hygienic 
delivery and cord care practices, and 
by immunizing children and women. 

On 29 November 2017, a press 
statement was released by Sanofi 
Pasteur regarding the results of 
the new analysis of clinical trial 
data of the dengue vaccine, CYD-
TDV (Dengvaxia®). Based on this 
information, persistent protection 
against dengue fever was provided 
by the vaccine among those who 
had prior infection. However, for 
those not previously infected by 
the dengue virus, more cases of 

severe disease may occur upon 
a subsequent dengue infection 
following vaccination.3 Since this 
announcement, the Department 
of Health (DOH) placed the dengue 
vaccination program on hold until 
further review. 

Concerns about the safety of 
dengue vaccine in the public health 
program are the trending topics 
in the news and in social media. 
In the ongoing discussions with 
the dengue vaccine, the value of 
routine childhood vaccination is 
being drowned by fear and panic. 
There is a possible risk that all the 
media attention to one vaccine will 
lead to distrust of all other vaccines 
in the national immunization 
program and result in lower 
vaccine coverage, affecting not just 
school-age vaccination, but even 
infant immunization. Reductions 
in vaccine coverage may lead to 
disease outbreaks such as the 2013 
measles outbreak in the country.4 

In 2013, Vietnam suspended the 
use of pentavalent (diphtheria-
pertussis-tetanus-hepatitis B - 
Haemophilus influenzae b) vaccine 
after reports of deaths that occurred 
after pentavalent immunization. 
The suspension of the pentavalent 
vaccine in Vietnam is estimated to 
result in 90,137 chronic infections and 
17,456 future deaths due to hepatitis 
B in the 2013 birth cohort.5 The 
deaths which lead to the suspension 
were eventually assessed as not due 
to the pentavalent vaccine. In the 
past five years, the Philippines has 
introduced several new vaccines 
in the expanded immunization 
program of the government, namely,  
mumps, rubella, inactivated 
poliovirus, and pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccines. 

The school-based immunization 
for booster doses of measles-mumps-
rubella and diphtheria-tetanus 
are substantial breakthroughs in
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It is all systems go for the 
construction of the new 18-story 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
building. The ceremonial signing 
of the schematic design plans for 
the building was held on January 
30, 2018 that coincided with the 
first visit of UP President Danilo 
Concepcion to the UPM campus 
after starting his term.

During the short program for 
the signing, Dr. Elvira Zamora of 
the  Office of the Vice-President for 
Development (OVPD) mentioned 
the tedious design process of the 
building project with numerous 
consultations with end-users and 
collaborations among them to 
translate the requirements into 
physical spaces.

“Our requirements for the new 
NIH building are highly specialized 
and will set the bar for future 
research facilities in the country.  The 
new building will prioritize energy 
efficiency while adhering to safe and 
internationally-accepted standards 
for laboratory design,” she stated.

The OVPD and its sub-offices 
– Office of Design and Planning 
Initiatives and Project Management 
Office are jointly working with their 
counterparts at UP Manila to fulfill 
all requirements to ensure that 

doctors, scientists, and researchers 
can have a new building that 
are aptly designed and will be 
appropriate for both present needs 
and future expansion.

Considered one of the biggest 
initiatives of the UP System, Vice 
President Zamora explained that 
this project emphasizes the support 
of the UP System for health research 
development and the national 
health and information policy 
programs of UP Manila as the health 
science center of the university.

“All of us here – the end 
users, designers, contractors and 
construction managers – are 
taking part in history with the 
consciousness that we are doing 
this not just for ourselves but for 
the future as well, Vice President 
Zamora enthused.

The signing was attended by 
representatives from the design 
and construction teams who will 
oversee the building project until 
it rises in a 3,000 sq meter lot by 
the end of 2019.  The 18-story 
building will house state-of-the art 
facilities and cutting-edge research 
laboratories and administrative 
offices. It will have  a future National 
Center for Biosafety and Biosecurity, 
Clinical Research Center, and 

Animal Research Facility.There 
will be venues for collaboration 
with health industry partners and 
agencies, meeting and conference 
rooms, theater and audiovisual 
rooms, and learning nooks that will 
allow for greater interaction among 
researchers.  It will have a future 
National Center for Biosafety and 
Biosecurity, Clinical Research Center, 
and Animal Research Facility. 

After the signing, the UP team 
led by President Concepcion toured 

Schematic design of the NIH building signed

Catapulted by scholars of 
the world citing its published 
research works, the University of 
the Philippines made a big jump in 
the Times Higher Education (THE) 
Asia University Rankings or the THE 
ranking of the top 359 universities 
of the region. The Philippine national 
university leaped from the 201st-250 
thranked group in 2017 to the top 
200, placing 156th, in 2018.

THE released the results of its 2018 
Asia rankings on February 7, 2018.

UP is the only Philippine university 
to figure in the THE rankings, which 
is currently led by the National 
University of Singapore.

At the same time, in the THE 
World University Rankings or the THE 
ranking of the top 1,000 universities 
in the world, UP moved in overall 
ranking from the 801st-1,000th 
ranked universities up to the 601st-
800th ranked universities. In the 
areas of clinical, pre-clinical and 
health, UP ranks higher, falling under 
the 201-250 ranked group.

UP is one of the top 3 Asian 
universities that moved the most in 
terms of citations of UP’s published 
research works by scholars from 
different parts of the world according 
to UP Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Cynthia Rose Bautista. According 
to THE data, UP’s citations score rose 
from 13.5 in 2017 to 40 in 2018.

The citations score is a measure 
of the research influence of the 

university. THE tries to capture 
the average number of times a 
university’s published work is cited by 
scholars globally, using bibliometric 
data from Elsevier over five years.

The citations score comprise 
30 percent of the overall score, 
alongside teaching (25 percent), 
research (30 percent), international 
outlook (7.5 percent), and industry 
income (7.5 percent). From 2017, UP’s 
teaching score rose slightly from 
23 to 23.4; and research, from 10.6 
to 11.5.; although its international 
outlook and industry income scores 
fell several points.

Bautista cited information 
personally shared by representatives 
of Elsevier to the university a week 
ago, revealing that papers from UP are 
cited 14 percent more frequently than 
the world average. In medicine, they 
are cited 336 percent more frequently, 
according to the same source.

“We have not gone to details in 
terms of areas where we have more 
influence,” Bautista said. “For now 
we believe Elsevier when it says our 
citations are global as opposed to being 
confined to particular regions only.”

The most recent THE Asia 
University Rankings are published at 
https://www.timeshighereducation.
com/world-university-rankings/2018/
regional-ranking. (Jo Lontoc, MPRO, 
from the UP System webpage: 
https://www.up.edu.ph/index.php/
up-leaps-into-the-asias-top-200/)

UP Manila-National Institutes of Health Statement on Immunization

UP leaps into THE  Asia's Top  200

the UP Manila premises to inspect 
the ongoing construction projects 
simultaneously being undertaken in 
both the Pedro Gil and Padre Faura 
sides of the campus and identify 
problems that affect its operations.

The visit was capped by the 
UP president’s meeting with the 

members of the Chancellor’s 
Advisory Council composed of the 
Executive Team (chancellor, vice 
chancellors and special assistant to 
the chancellor), deans of colleges, 
and directors of academic and 
administrative support offices.

• cynthia m. villamor

President Danilo Concepcion visits the site of the new NIH building with Chancellor Padilla and other UP Manila officials.
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Celebrating its 51st founding 
anniversary, the Association 
of Philippine Medical Colleges 
Foundation, Inc. (APMC), the 
organization of all medical 
schools in the country, held a 
three-day national convention 
at the Pamantasan ng Lungsod 
ng Maynila (PLM) with the 
theme ‘Medical Education in 
Challenging Times.’ Deans, 
faculty, and students of the 51- 
member schools took part in this 
year’s convention activities from 
February 7 to 9, 2018.

Participants discussed current 
and future challenges confronting 
Philippine medical education 
during plenary sessions 
and simultaneous breakout 
symposiums.  Other activities 
were national medical quiz 
bee, national medical students’ 
research competition, and a 
cultural tour of the historic Walled 
City in Intramuros.

A pre-convention seminar was 
held aimed to tackle the global 
changing landscape affecting 
medical education through 
the session of World Health 
Organization (WHO) Western Pacific 
Regional Office (WPRO) Regional 
Director Dr. Shin Young-Soo and 
the standards of the professional 
physicians through the short 
dialogue with the Professional 
Regulatory Board of Medicine 
chaired by Dr. Clarita Maaño at the 
Bukod Tanging Bulwagan at PLM 
last February 7, 2018. 

Preconvention workshops 
also tackled ‘ensuring the validity 
and appropriate utilization of 
E-learning resources.’

“Doctors are key persons or 
key components of the health 
care system; they have to be well-
fitted for this purpose. This is what 
medical educators should put in 
their attention more seriously,” 
asserted Dr. Shin Young-Soo.

Dr. Shin discussed several 
phenomena relevant in shaping 
the future of medical education 
in the country. These are  the 
socioeconomic political situations, 
disease pattern, the context of 
society, and the health care system. 

“Look at what kind of 
education you are looking for? 

What type of competence? What 
kind of examination?” referring 
to the criteria and competence 
a doctor should have that 
will accommodate all these 
phenomena and challenges.

He cited examples of 
countries facing these challenges 
such as China and Japan. Both 
are now facing a big crisis due to 
declining and aging population. 
He suggested that future medical 
education should be geared to 
solving problems such as this. 
He also explained different sets 
of challenges in Cambodia, 
Vietnam, and the Philippines. 

“When it comes to South 
Korea, we have a different 
health care structure, which is a 
solidarity-oriented social health 
insurance system.” 

He stated that all working 
class are taxed 5% of their salary 
to support the health care needs 
of all people dependent on the 

system. He also discussed the 
downside of this system that 
doctors tend to practice outside 
the system to earn more money, 
such that most doctors shift to 
cosmetic medicine and, therefore, 
it becomes an ethical issue.

“US medicine is a market-
oriented medicine, which is quite 
relevant in their own society,” 
Dr. Shin discussed the pitfalls of 
adopting the American health 
care structure to our own health 
care system. “This is something 
we should avoid,” he advised. 

“It is also a sophisticated type 
of medicine where you need a lot 
of diagnostic techniques. Majority 
of doctors and professors in 
the country get their fellowship 
training in the US that when they 
go back home to practice their 
profession, all of the knowledge 
they learn becomes useless 
because they can practice only 
1% of what they learned,” stated 
the WHO director. 

“Doctors should be useful 
in society,” stressed Dr. Shin. He 
emphasized that most doctors 
train to be tertiary care providers, 
whereas most of what society needs 
are primary care level physicians. 
He added that society welfare 
program and medical education 

WHO Regional Director discusses
global changing landscape at APMC convention

program should be combined. Dr. Shin 
explained the role of medical education 
in molding the future doctor to become 
sincere and more conscientious than 

just focus on making money. He 
asserted that medical education should 
be aware of the societal structure, how 
doctors practice and get incentives, and 

how can they regulate and control 
the profession.

•erlyn sana & charmaine lingdas

APMC MARKS 51ST YEAR OF ADVANCING MEDICAL EDUCATION

Dr. Ramon L. Arcadio, Professor Emeritus, UP Manila and Executive Director APMC, 
Dean Agnes Mejia of UP College of Medicine, WHO WPRO Regional Director Dr. Shin 
Young-Soo, and PLM College of Medicine Dean Dr. Angeline Alabastro.

PRC Board of Medicine Chair Dr. Clarita Maaño stresses a point during the forum.

With more than five decades 
of uplifting the state of medical 
education in the country, the 
Association of Philippine Medical 
Colleges (APMC) celebrated its 
51st founding anniversary with a 
convention attended by around 500 
participants composed of health 
educators, physicians, researchers, 
and students from different 
institutions nationwide.  

This time, the Pamantasan ng 
Lungsod ng Maynila hosted the 
three-day conference, including 
the pre-convention seminar (see 
separate article).

The main convention 
commenced on February 8, 2018 
and continued with a series of 
lectures, plenary sessions, research 
poster presentation and exhibits 
until February 9, 2018. The topics of 
the main convention focused on the 
whole range of issues challenging 
medical education from curricular, 
organizational, and quality assurance.

Following the parade of flags, 
APMC President and UP College 
of Medicine (UPCM) Dean Dr. 
Agnes Mejia formally opened the 
annual convention. Dr. Benjamin 
Espiritu, Chair of the PLM Board 
of Regents, welcomed the 500 
faculty and students that PLM 
hosted for the three-day event. 
PLM College of Medicine Dean Dr. 
Angeline Alabastro spoke of her 
hopes for the convention to provide 
awareness on the global changes 
in medical education as well as a 
means to adapt to those changes to 
mold future doctors to be the best 
they can be in their field of choice.

A highlight of the convention 
was the Dr. Elena Barbara Ines-
Cuyegkeng Memorial Lecture 
named after APMC’s second 
executive director. This year’s 
recipient, UP Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Dr. Maria Cynthia 
Rose Bautista talked about the 
paradigm shift from education to 
learning to life-long learning, the 
fourth industrial revolution namely: 
artificial intelligence, data science, 

and medical education and its 
persistent problems. 

“The continuous reformation 
of medical education in response 
to changing times and imperatives 
is what makes Dr. Cuyegkeng 
relevant to this day. Many of our 
concerns are still relevant but my 
takeaway from Dr. Cuyegkeng – 
educator, administrator, leader, 
and advocate, who’s grounded on 
Philippine realities, yet, sees the 
need to go beyond the realities 
– is to continuously reform our 
curriculum but more importantly, 
our methods. Even if you add years, 
if the methods and approaches 
to teaching don’t change, we will 
just be where we are and maybe 
Cambodia will overtake us,” stated 
Dr. Bautista. 

National Scientist, Professor 
Emeritus, and former UP Manila 
Chancellor Dr. Ernesto O. 
Domingo talked about ‘Medical 
Education In the Era of Volatility, 
Uncertainty, Complexity and 
Ambiguity (VUCA).’ In his lecture, 
Dr. Domingo pointed out that 
medical education cannot isolate 
itself from the rest of the changing 
needs of the communities’ 
economies, culture, and politics. 
Health is a development issue 
and he presented a case study 
of a real fifth class community 
affected by various volatility, 
uncertainty, complexity, and 
ambiguity challenges. Dr. Domingo 
presented statistics proving that 
investments in said community’s 
health and well-being turned into 
inspired families and workers who 
transformed not only their lives but 
also their municipality into a vibrant 
economy. Dr. Domingo called on 
the participants to support and 
teach in medical education, the call 
for Universal Health Care, because 
investment in health is investment 
for development.

The succeeding plenary 
sessions on February 8 focused 
on organizational challenges 
that confront Philippine medical 

education. Dr. Bernadette Heizel 
Manapat-Reyes, Chair of the 
Medical Education Unit, UPCM 
discussed the results of the survey 
conducted on the “Situational 
Analysis of Philippine Medical 
Schools.” Dr. Manapat-Reyes 
reported that the 51 medical schools 
vary in organizational structures, 
number of students and faculty, 
curriculum designs, infrastructures, 
and performance ratings. These 
are the same issues that need to 
be studied on a continuing basis 
according to the succeeding lecture 
of Dr. Jose Cueto, Jr., Commissioner 
of the Professional Regulations 
Commission and former faculty of 
the De La Salle University Health 
Sciences Institute (DLSHSI) and the 
National Teacher Training Center for 
the Health Professions, UP Manila. 
Dr. Cueto talked about “The Business 
of Medical Education.” Among the 
issues he raised focused on the 
challenge of generating resources 
to sustain medical schools aside 
from just students’ tuition fees like 
external research grants. Dr. Amelia 
Biglete of the Office of Policies 
and Standards, Commission on 
Higher Education (CHED) discussed 
“Regulation of Philippine Medical 
Schools” according to the CHED 
Memorandum Order 18, Series of 2016.

The sessions on 9 February 
strengthened the discussions on 
curricular issues. The symposium 
on the “Balance between Hospital 
and Community Health, Urban, 
and Rural Health” featured Dr. 
Lia Palileo-Fernandez, faculty of 
the UPCM Department of Family 
and Community Medicine and Dr. 
Afdal Kunting of Xavier University.
On the other hand, Dr. Erlyn Sana, 
director of the UP Manila Information, 
Publication, and Public Affairs Office 
and NTTCHP professor, discussed 
the principles and strategies of 
redesigning the curriculum to 
help improve medical education. 
She enumerated five steps that 
universities can use in formulating
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Diana R. Agbayani, professor 
at the Department of Arts and 
Communication, College of Arts 
and Sciences, won two Silvers this 
year from Area 93 of Toastmasters 
International (Philippines): 
International Speech and Table 
Topics Speech Contests. Her 
contest piece for the former was 
“From Fat to Fit.” The contest was 
held on 10 February 2018 at the 
United Evangelical Church of the 
Philippines.

Last year, Agbayani won Gold 
in the Humorous and Evaluation 
Speech Contests. She has two 

TI   citations from the UP Manila 
Toastmasters Club (UPMTC):  
Advanced Communication Gold 
and Advanced Leader Bronze. She 
is past Area 17 Governor and past 
UPMTC President.

TI is a US-headquartered 
organization dedicated to 
improving communication, 
public speaking, and leadership 
skills of its members since 1932. 
It has 352,000 members in 141 
countries. UPMTC, founded 
in 1997, belongs to Area 93 (a 
group of 3 clubs) under Division L 
(Manila) of District 75 (Philippines).
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Education (CHED).  
She also participated in the 

development of the Master of 
Clinical Audiology program, a joint 
program with the Department of 
Otorhinolaryngology of the College 
of Medicine and a demonstration of 
inter-professional collaboration and 
sharing of resources in response to a 
national need; and development of 
the Master of Rehabilitation Science-
Speech Pathology, the first graduate 
program of CAMP that paved the way 
for the development of three other 
graduate programs. 

She served as President, 
Philippine Association of Speech 
Pathologists from 2004-2006;  
Member,  Board of Trustees, 
Philippine Association of Speech 
Pathologists from 2014 – present; 
Member, Technical Committee for 
Occupational Therapy and Physical 
Therapy Education; and Head, 
SubCommittee for Speech Pathology 
Education, Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED) in 2007 -2008. 

Prof. Aguila  obtained her Ph D 
in Health Sciences at the University 
of Sydney, Australia in 2017 and the 
Master of Science in Physiotherapy 
from the University of Melbourne, 
Australia in 2001. 

She is principal proponent of 
the Master of Physical Therapy, 
approved in 2010; revised Bachelor 
of Science in Physical Therapy, 
approved in 1999; teaching 
innovations, such as, but not limited 
to using information technology 
to enhance student engagement 
(TurningPointTM Response System 
technology for collecting and 
analyzing student responses during 

Four degree granting units of UP 
Manila will have new deans by the 
next two months if the respective 
processes initiated for their search 
will be conducted as scheduled.  

The chairs of the Search 
Committees (SC), Rosario Rubite for 
the National Teacher Training Center 
for the Health Professions (NTTCHP), 
Prof. Carmen Tolabing for the College 
of Medicine, and Imelda Pena for the 
School of Health Sciences (SHS), 
have announced the schedule of the 
activities for their respective search 
processes, as follows:

The search for the next dean 
of the College of Allied Medical 
Professions (CAMP), chaired by 
Dr. Lorna Abad, is winding up with 
two nominees:  incumbent dean 
Jocelyn Christina Marzan and 
professor of physical therapy Maria 
Elisa Ruiz-Aguila.  

Prof. Marzan holds a PhD in 
Developmental Psychology (2013) 
and MA Psychology (2009) from UP 
Diliman. She undertook coursework 
towards PhD in Communication 
Science and Disorders at the 
University of Pittsburgh (2002-
2004) and obtained her MA (Speech 
Pathology and Audiology) from 
New York University in 1990. 

At CAMP, she was College 
Secretary from 2012-2015; 
Coordinator of Graduate Programs 
from 1997-2002 and from 2004-

2006; Department of Speech  
Pathology Chair from 1995-1999; 
Head of Clinic for Therapy Services 
from 1993-1995. She served as 
staff of the Speech Pathologist 
Chief, Speech and Language 
Section, PGH Dept of Rehabilitation 
Medicine from 1986-1988. She was 
a Speech Pathology Consultant at 
the Dept of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, Cardinal Santos 
Medical Center (1991-1993) and 
Clinical Fellow in Speech Pathology 
at the Kennedy Child Study Center, 
New York from 1990-1991.

Among her major programs at 
CAMP were the strengthening of 
collaboration between CAMP and 
PGH; transparency of expenditures 
and management of financial 
resources; collegiate decision-
making and development of 
management skills;  organization 
of the Scientific Program for the 
1st National Conference of the 
Philippine Association of Speech 
Pathologists; organization of the 
development of the CAMP 2011 
Mission, Vision and Core Values as 
a statement ratified by the faculty, 
staff and students of the college that 
served as an opportunity for the 
college to re-orient itself towards the 
future, and drafting of the Policies, 
Standards and Guidelines (PSG) 
for BS Speech Language Pathology 
for the Commission on Higher 

interactive lectures, University 
Virtual Learning Environment (UVLê) 
as a learning management system 
for courses); use of UCSF LEaP 
(Learning from your Experiences as 
a Professional) as a tool for critical 
reflection for graduate students; and 
development and use of case stories 
and simulated patient exercises for 
learning activities in undergraduate 
and graduate courses.

Her leadership and administrative 
positions at CAMP include as 
Graduate Programs Committee 
Chair,  (August 2017–present); 
Graduate Programs Coordinator 
(June–October 2009); College 
Secretary (2002–2009); and 
Department Chairperson, Department 
of Physical Therapy (1995–2000). 
She was Director, UPM Interactive 
Learning Center (2009–2013) and 
Assistant to the Chancellor for Special 
Academic Projects (2009–2011);

Her other government and 
nongovernment positions were 
Director, Board of Directors, 
Philippine Physical Therapy 
Association (2006–2010); 
Chairperson, CHED Technical Panel 
for Health Professions Education 
(2007) and CHED Task Force on 
International Benchmarking of 
Physical Therapy Education (2007); 
Chairperson, CHED Technical 

Committee for Physical Therapy/
Occupational Therapy Education 
(2005–2007); Member, Board of 
Directors, Philippine Physical 
Therapy Association (PPTA, 
2002–2004); Chairperson, Asian 
Confederation for Physical Therapy 
(2001–2002); President, PPTA (1998–
2000); and Assistant Secretary, 
Council of Professional Health 
Associations (2000).

She is organizer of fitness 
screening events, trainer of 
volunteers, and provider of physical 
therapy services in the fitness 
screening and education of athletes 
of Special Olympics Philippines 
under the FUNfitness, Healthy 
Athletes Program (2006–present); 
volunteer physical therapist for youth 
with disabilities for organizations 
like the Down Syndrome Association 
of the Philippines, Inc., Persons 
with Disabilities Corporation, and 
Pediatric Special Interest Group 
of the Philippine Physical Therapy 
Association (1994–present);  and 
clinical volunteer for fitness 
screening and education for athletes 
at the 2013 Special Olympics World 
Winter Games (2013).

For the two nominees flagship 
programs and other details of their 
qualifications and achievements, 
please go to www.upm.edu.ph.

Search processes ongoing for deans of four colleges

and revising their curriculum. These 
are diagnosis of needs, formulation 
of educational intents, selection and 
organization of contents, selection 
of teaching and learning strategies, 
and evaluation.

“Designing a curriculum is 
always a balancing act; either 
you adopt or adapt,” stressed Dr. 
Sana as she discussed adopting 
a curriculum based on the classic 
“Saber-tooth Curriculum” authored 
by J. Abner Peddiwell in 1939. 
The same curriculum became 
obsolete over time which became 
a challenge to what Stephen 
Abrahamson identified as “Diseases 
of the Curriculum” in 1978. Dr. Sana 
asserted that “depending on the 
need, there is a constant need for 
curriculum change” to become 
relevant and transformative. 

The accreditation and quality 
assurance (QA) challenges featured 
a symposium on the same 
topics. Dr. Aurora Bauzon and 
Mrs. Concepcion Pijano of the 
Philippine Accrediting Association 
of State Colleges and Universities 
(PAASCU) discussed the basic 
requirements of accrediting medical 
schools and how graduates of 
accredited institutions performed 

in an international qualifying 
examination for residency 
respectively. Dr. Melflor Atienza, 
NTTCHP professor, discussed 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations [ASEAN] University 
Network (AUN) Quality Assurance 
Model as a guide to assess medical 
university standards and outputs. 
The components of AUN quality 
assurance include assessment of the 
program, research, administrative 
staffing, students, facilities, 
community service, and overall 
academic environment. Dr. Atienza 
also emphasized the importance of 
looking into quality enhancement 
when designing and revising 
curriculum, the stakeholders’ 
feedback, and the output, such as 
graduate employability, research, 
and satisfaction. Mr. Christopher 
Dudley shared the journey to 
the PAASCU accreditation of the 
Oceania University of Medicine.  

The last plenary sessions 
branched into both organizational 
and quality assurance challenges. 
Dr. Jose Cueto, Jr. presented the 
issues surrounding the “Mutual 
Reciprocation Agreement and its 
Impact on Basic Medical Education 
and Harmonization of Medical 
Education in the ASEAN Region.” The 

symposium on “Competing Values” 
featured discussions on “Country 
Needs vs. Individual Needs, “by Dr. 
Victor Paolo Medina of the UPCM, 
“Focus on Disease with Exclusion of 
Behavior (Biopsychosocial Aspects)” 
by Dr. Isabelita Samaniego of 
PLM and Ospital ng Maynila, and 
“Consumerism vs Humanism: The 
Rise of the New Health Care for 
Profit” by Dr. Irma Gueco of The 
Medical City. Dr. Madeleine Grace 
Sosa of the DLSHSI, presented 
in the plenary lecture “Ensuring 
Faculty Well-Being” while Dr. Ma. 
Elvira Casal of the Remedios T. 
Romualdoz Medical School lectured 
“Learning in Difficult Situations” 
based on the Typhoon Haian Crisis.  

UP Manila Professor Emeritus 
and now APMC Executive Director 
Dr. Ramon L. Arcadio presented 
the various resolutions dealing 
with the curricular, organizational, 
and quality assurance challenges 
for medical schools. UP Manila 
Professor Emeritus Dr. Josefina 
R. Almonte served as Overall 
Chair of this year’s scientific 
committee while PLM Associate 
Dean Dr. Rose Banal served as 
overall convention chairs.

• erlyn sana, anne marie alto
& charmaine lingdas

CAMP incumbent dean Jocelyn Christina Marzan and professor of physical therapy Maria Elisa Ruiz-Aguila.  

Prof. Diane Agbayani  with her certificates of award won from UPMTC in August 2017.
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Activities NTTCHP CM SHS
Sectoral 
consultations

21 March 5 April, 10 am
Paz Mendoza Hall

30 April
11 April, Koronadal 

20 April, Palo

Presentation of the 
flagship programs 
and open forum

22 March, 10 am
NTTCHP Auditorium

3 April, 9 am
Buenafe 

Auditorium

20 April, 2 pm

Interview of 
nominees by the SC

22 March, 1 pm
NTTCHP Auditorium

18 April, 8 am, UPM 
President’s Office

21 April, 9 am

Submission of SC 
Report to OC

06 April 30 April 30 April

CAS PROF WINS ANEW IN
TOASTMASTERS SPEECH CONTESTS



The BA Organizational 
Communication (OrCom) program 
of the College of Arts and 
Sciences’ Department of Arts and 
Communication seeks to support 
the research initiatives of the 
university in general and the college 
in particular.

With this in mind, several 
students, under the guidance 
of Chadwick Co Sy Su, Assistant 
Professor of Organizational 
Communication, presented papers 
on a variety of topics in two 
international conferences. The 
first conference, 3rd Sustainable 
Initiatives: Case Studies in Malaysia, 
Philippines, and Indonesia (SIMPI 3), 
was held from 4-6 October 2017 in 
Padang, West Sumatra, Indonesia 
under the auspices of Universitas 
Bung Hatta. 

The second conference, Sacred 
Journeys: Pilgrimage and Religious 
Tourism 4th Global Conference (SJ 
4), was co-organized by Professor Sy 
Su with eminent anthropologist and 
peace studies expert Professor Dr. 
Ian S. McIntosh of Indiana University-

Purdue University Indianapolis. 
Sacred Journeys, which had been 
held previously in the United 
Kingdom and the Czech Republic, 
was held in Beijing on 26-27 October 
2017 at the Indiana University 
Gateway.

The breadth and depth of 
the papers presented in these 
two conferences demonstrate 
the versatility of the BA OrCom 
program, its faculty, and students. 
The research topics, from traffic 
management to cosplay as a way to 
pursue sustainability in education, 
and from secular pilgrimages to 
studies in philosophy and Spanish-

era literature, were developed from 
what were initially classroom writing 
activities that subsequently passed 
double-blind reviews.

The SIMPI 3 paper presenters 
were: Dianne Gabrielle B. Almarza 
(“The Coffee Experience: A Study 
on Café Culture and the Role of 
Coffee Shops as Third Places of the 
21st Century“); Brianne Jovelle B. 
Blanco (“Customer Motivations 
and Competitive Advantage Across 
Selected Food Parks in Quezon 
City”); Rafael Reynaldo H. Dela Torre 
(“Motorcycles as an Alternative 
E-Hailing Platform: Perceptions 
as to Viability in the Metro  

Manila Context”); and, Asst. Prof. 
Chadwick Co Sy Su (“Cosplay as a 
Tool for Educational and Cultural 
Sustainability” by Jeanne Rachel 
P. Matubis, “Urban Farming as a 
Potential Source of Primary Income: 
A Qualitative Study Situated in 
Manila, the Philippines” by Jeannie 
May Angela C. Tangente)

The SJ4 paper presenters were: 
Mariel Patricia J. Deanon (“The 
Don Juan Teñoso: A Narrative 
of Compassion and Penance as 
Pilgrimage to the Self” by Aelred 
C. Bautista); Marvin Grant B. 
Topacio (“A Study on the Marketing 
Communications Methods Used 

by Travel Agencies in Promoting 
Pilgrimages” by Cyrenes M. 
Moncawe); and, Asst. Prof. Chadwick 
Co Sy Su (“The Crossroads of 
Self & Others: Plastination and 
Pilgrimage”).

Asst. Prof. Co Sy Su is the co-
author on all the papers.
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In keeping with its mandate to 
promote concepts of intellectual 
property creation in the university 
for the benefit of the Filipinos, the 
UP Manila Technology Transfer 
and Business Development 
Office (TTBDO) organized a mini-
symposium on January 29, 2018 at 
UP Manila Social Hall. 

Dr. Alfredo Acosta of the 
University of California, San 
Francisco (UCSF) led the guest 
speakers who are experts in the 
field of research and innovation 
in sharing their own experiences 

in invention creation and 
development and presented 
opportunities in the field of medical 
device innovation. 

“Translational Medicine is a 
bridge between engineers and 
clinicians. It is a bridge between a 
bright idea to the laboratory and 
the development of a device,” 
Dr. Acosta stated. The Masters in 
Translational Medicine (MTM) is 
offered as an 11-month training 
fellowship at the UCSF in which 
researchers can apply and avail of 
scholarship funding through the 

Philippine California Advanced 
Research Institute (PCARI). 

For her part, UP Manila 
Chancellor Carmencita Padilla 
said that  the environment for 
research is very conducive right now 
with the government having money 
for research as she encouraged 
the faculty to engage more in 
research and submit proposals to 
the Philippine Council for Health 
Research and Development 
(PCHRD).

TTBDO Director Dr. Alvin 
Marcelo mentioned the 
opportunities to innovate at the 
hospital setting  “not just because 
we want to do research but because 
our patients need accessible and 
affordable technologies.” 

The mini-symposium is in-line 
with the upcoming completion 
of the large- and medium-sized 
animal surgical laboratory at the UP 
Diliman and the construction of the 
new National Institutes of Health 
building. 

“We would like to provide this 
facility so that we can conduct 
research where medical devices 
can be tested for safety and efficacy 
that would help the general public,” 
stated Dr. Loinda Baldrias of the 

UPLB Veterinary Medicine and 
program leader of UPD’s Animal 
Surgical Laboratory.

Chancellor Padilla also 
informed the participants of other 
future projects and plans of the 
university. A small animal research 
laboratory will be set up at the new 
NIH building, a research wing will be 
established at the future Philippine 
General Hospital Diliman, and a 
satellite hospital will be constructed 
in Clark Green City.

 Other speakers at the mini-
symposium were Dr. Philip 
Fullante, Dr. Portia Marcelo, and 
Dr. Rafael Bundoc who shared 
their experiences, challenges 
and success stories, and current 
and future projects on medical 
innovations. 

“It is the mandate of the 
College of Engineering to help in 
the development aspect of the 
country to share our expertise. We 
welcome possible collaborations 
in the medical field and share our 
capability in the development 
and manufacturing of medical 
devices, instruments, and 
equipment system,” assured Dr. 
Menandro Berana, Associate 
Dean for Instruction and Research 

Mechanical Engineering. Dr. 
Berana disclosed that currently, 
his department is working 
together with the College of 
Allied Medical Professions in the 
development of medical devices, 
such as wheelchairs, implants, 
and fixators. 

“We lack biomedical engineers 
in the country,” stated Ms. Roselle 
Martonito, Supervising Science 
Research Specialist at the PCHRD. 
“Biomedical devices is one of 
the priority research areas of 
the 2017-2022 National Unified 
Research Agenda (NUHRA),” 
she added while discussing 
training program opportunities 
and research funding offered by 
the Department of Science and 
Technology and its partners. These 
are the Newton Agham Leaders in 
Innovation Fellowship Program, 
RTI International and DOST 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship, 
funding support for publication, 
writing workshops for scientific 
journals, intellectual property 
protection being undertaken by 
the DOST Technology Application 
and Promotion Institute (TAPI), 
and promotion of products.

• charmaine lingdas

Call for submission of research proposals on medical device innovations

New UPM REPSA Officers
After discussions with Chancellor Padilla, the immediate tasks for the 
Research, Extension, and Professional Staff Association (REPSA) members 
were (1) to plan a program on how to improve the quality of the REPS through 
significant professional development; and, (2) conduct a survey among the 
members regarding current work done as well as to inventory postgrad 
accomplishments and plans. From left to right: Claire D. Pastor (NTTCHP 
Unit Representative), Sheila May R. Ayran (UL Unit Representative, Marjorie 
M. De Lima (Press Relations Officer), Wilfredo II Francis F. MINA (CAD Unit 
Representative), Marion Evangeline A. Abendanio (PERI Unit Representative), 
Francesca Dorothy K. Tan (CM Unit Representative), Chancellor Carmencita 
D. Padilla, Lilibeth E. Manganip (President), Alma V. Labro (Auditor and CAMP 
Unit Representative), Vivian E. Biala (Treasurer), Ionee M. Ibarrientos (NIH 
Unit Representative), Lara Fatima L. Lintao (Secretary), Jorel A. Manalo (Vice 
President). Not in photo: Teddy Rowell U. Mondres (CPH Unit Representative)

Chancellor Carmencita Padilla urges the faculty to engage more in researches.

From L to R: Jeannie May Angela C. Tangente, Jeanne Rachel P. Matubis, Marvin Grant B. Topacio, Asst. Prof. Chadwick Co Sy Su, Rafael 
Reynaldo H. Dela Torre, Brianne Jovelle B. Blanco, and Dianne Gabrielle B. Almarza.  Not in photo: Mariel Patricia J. Deanon.

BA OrCom students, faculty present research in Indonesia and China



DR. GEORGE REPIQUE  •  Dr. Repique, 47, served as Cavite’s health officer 
from 2010 to 2017 under the administration of former Gov. Jonvic Remulla. 

He started the partnership between the UP Manila Community Health 
and Development Program (CHDP) and the Cavite government in 2013 
under the AMIGA, an acronym for the towns of Alfonso, Mendez, 
Indang, General Emilio Aguinaldo and Amadeo.

Before he was killed, Repique was also working for the increase of the 
salaries of health personnel at the General Emilio Aguinaldo Memorial 

Hospital in Trece Martires. He was a leading advocate for public health and
	 had spearheaded projects for the prevention nd eradication of dengue, 
tuberculosis, and other public health hazards.

He was actively involved in providing free medical services to the poor and indigents who are the 
most neglected by the government. He was known as a progressive and strong-willed person and a 
compassionate and competent public health doctor. 

He was shot to death by motorcycle-riding gunmen in Trece Martirez City, Cavite on July 2017 after 
holding clinic at the General Aguinaldo Hospital.

DR. MARIANO B. CAPARAS  •  Dr. Caparas is one of the pillars of 
Otorhinolaryngology in the country and of the Department of 
Otorhinolaryngology at the Philippine General Hospital, being the first 
graduate of the independent Otorhinolaryngology program. He had 53 
years of experience in the field, practicing both at the PGH and Manila 
Medical Center. He earned his Doctor of Medicine from the University 
of the Philippines Manila in 1958.

He was a recipient of a United Nations Fellowship at the University of 
Toronto where he further honed his skills and where he further decided to 
study maxillofacial prosthesis. He then encouraged his colleagues to do the  
same and branch out into different fellowship programs in order to bring the information back to PGH.

He was former chair, PGH Deptartment of Otorhinolaryngology; member, Philippine Society of 
Otorhinolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery; and founding member, ASEAN Otorhinolaryngological-
Head and Neck Federation (Indonesia, 1980). He became its President in 1986. He is co-author of the 
book, “ENT Tagalog Manual: Mga Karaniwang Sakit sa Ilong, Tainga, Lalamunan, at Leeg.”

Recognized as the longest active consultant, the pioneer of numerous operative techniques, and the 
creative mind behind many surgical innovations. Dr. Caparas assumed the position of Department 
Chair at a time when the lack of resources reflected the current national status of unrest. He created 
a skills-and-surgical-instrumentation unit, with many of his instruments still being used today. 
Dr. Caparas joined his Maker on 22 November 2017.

DR. RAMON F. ABARQUEZ, JR.  •  Dr. Abarquez, Professor Emeritus, UP College 
of Medicine, Past President, Philippine College of Physicians, and Past 

President, Philippine Heart Association, passed away on 10 January 2018.

A cardiologist and prolific doctor-researcher, Dr. Abarquez’s career 
spanned more than six decades yielding many of the seminal papers in 
cardiology over the years that are pioneering and groundbreaking. Of 

the 215 papers he has authored or co-authored, 53 have been published 
in international peer-reviewed journals, and 9 more printed in books 

while 27 have garnered research awards. 

Among the many honors, awards, and citations he received, he was conferred the status of 
Academician at the National Academy of Science and Technology in 1993; the Cultural Heritage Award 
by the Philippine government in 1963; included  in both the 1980-1981 Who’s Who in the World and 1981 
International Who’s Who of Intellectuals lists; and honored by the Phi Kappa Mu fraternity with the 
Distinguished Alumni Award in Medical Research in 1986. 

He sat in the advisory boards of pharmaceutical companies and professional organizations, maintained 
a cardiology practice as Service I consultant at the PGH Department of Medicine, and even wrote a 
regular column for Health and Lifestyle magazine. (With reports from http://www.phikappamu.com)

The University of the 
Philippines Manila donated 
P500,000 cash and 
distributed sacks of rice to 
internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) of the Marawi siege 
on October 28, 2017. 
Dr. Bashary Latiph, 
Chairman of Medical 
Mission and Community 
Project of Lanao del 
Sur Medical Society 

and Chapter President of 
Philippine Academy of Family  
Physicians and Dr. Sohaira 
Latiph, President of Lanao 
del Sur Medical Society led 
the distribution of the money 
and goods to evacuees at the 
Toril Evacuation Center in 
Moneera Integrated School 
at Ubaldo Laya, Iligan City 
and to the Evacuation Center 
at Baloi, Lanao del Norte.

UP Manila 
also distributed relief goods 
to victims of the typhoon 
Vinta in Barangay Madamba 
Poblacion, Madamba, Lanao 
del Sur also supervised by 
Dr. Bashary Latiph and Dr. 
Sohaira Latiph. The Lanao 
Del Sur Medical Society 
organized and coordinated 
the turnover of the 
donations.
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ensuring prevention of disease for all  
Filipino children. Vaccines have never 
been free from risk, hence, decisions 
on new vaccine introduction require 
risk-benefit analysis. This results in 
tension as public health benefits must 
be balanced against even remote and 
theoretical risks.6 Thorough review of 
available evidence must therefore 
be performed in a systematic, 
feasible, and logical manner prior to 
introduction. 

A survey on vaccine safety and 
confidence showed that 92.7% and 
80% of surveyed Filipinos strongly 
agreed that vaccines are important 
and safe, respectively.7 The trust 
and confidence of the Filipinos in 
the immunization program should 
not be eroded by this experience to 
one vaccine. Health professionals 
and societies must strive to support 
all efforts to ensure that the country 
does not fail its citizenry in providing 
the best health care services. 

The University of the Philippines 
Manila, the Health Sciences Center 
of the University of the Philippines, 
and the National Institutes of 
Health, a Center of Excellence for 
Health Research and Development 
(established through Republic 
Act 8503), support the promotion 
of health and wellbeing of its 
citizens through immunization 
by conducting research that 
support the implementation of the 
country’s national immunization 

program. The UPM-NIH will assist 
in its capacity to assess any new 
information on the dengue vaccine 
as part of its overall efforts in 
helping the Philippines achieve its 
immunization goals.
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3 Pillars of Medicine
In Memoriam for



Helen Agustin-de Guzman, UPCM 1967
Outstanding in Community Service and Public Health

Dr. Helen D. Agustin-de Guzman is a model of one who truly loves her 
country. She mobilized a community to rally behind the nation’s struggle for 
freedom, peace, justice, and truth, by contributing to the success of the National 
Movement for Free Elections movement. She modeled good governance by 
managing an emergency hospital and establishing several Botika ng Barangay. 
She promotes gender equality through community programs and advocacy for 
reproductive health rights and contributed to the attainment of the Millennium 
Development Goals through preventing maternal mortality. She has helped 
provide livelihood opportunities to the underserved.   She truly embodies the 
vision of the UP College of Medicine for its graduates: leadership and excellence 
in serving the underserved.

Regina Pascua-Berba, UPCM 1987
Outstanding Medical Service

Dr. Regina Pascua-Berba has dedicated her career to service of patients 
and the practice of Infectious Diseases at the PGH. Previously a recipient of 
the Outstanding Researcher Award, she has successfully translated her work 
in research into tangible benefit in the clinical practice of Infectious Diseases 
in the Philippines. She is the National Chair of the Philippine Coalition against 
Tuberculosis and Head of the Infection Control Unit of the PGH. She also leads 
the Blood Infection Committee and the Leptospirosis Task Force, putting to 
good use her experience in policy shaping and program management for 
improvement of health outcomes among the poor and indigent patients of PGH. 
She is a leading force in the national Antimicrobial Stewardship Program cited 
by the WHO.

Class 1967  •  Most Distinguished Class of the Year

UP Medicine Class 1967 has not only built a 
legacy of dedicated service. It has also played a 
vital role in creating a proud identity for UPCM 
graduates in the international community. Known 
for their extraordinary spunk and leadership, all 
120 members of the class have had active medical 
careers – some held academic appointments, many 
had leadership positions in medical institutions 
and organizations, both in the Philippines and 
overseas.  The rest had medical practices in both 
urban and marginalized communities. They are 
also known for their altruism and generosity and 
have given back to the college and alumni, most 
notably the Alumni Hall which houses the UPMAS 
to this day. (With reports from the UPMAS website)
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10 from UPM awardees of the 2017-2019
UP Scientific Productivity System

Congratulations to all the 
faculty who made it into the 2017-
2019 cycle of the UP Scientific 
Productivity System. There were 
36 new awardees (1 Scientist III, 
3 Scientists II, and 32 Scientists I), 
and 32 retentions/promotions (13 
Scientists III, 9 Scientists II, and 10 
Scientists I).

Ten of the 36 new awardees 
of the 2017-2019 UP Scientific 
Productivity System came from 
UP Manila.  The awardees are 

composed of four Scientists I, 
one Scientist II, and five Scientists 
III. They are UP Scientist I: Carl 
Abelardo T. Antonio, Mary Anne 
D. Chiong, Anna Maria Lena L. 
Lopez, and Rosario Rubite; UP 
Scientist III: Junie B. Billiones, 
Antonio L. Dans, Leonila Dela 
Fuente Dans, Jose Florencio F.  
Lapeña, and Edward H.M. Wang;  
and UP Scientist II: Arnold V. 
Hallare.

The UP Scientific Productivity 

System Awards was established 
by the UP Board of Regents in 
2005 to encourage and reward the 
outstanding productivity of UP 
faculty members in the sciences.  
Aside from the rank which the 
awardees will retain for a period 
of three years, the awardees also 
receive monetary reward. The 
awards are given every year.

For artists and art scholars, the 
UP Artist ranking is given under 
the UP Arts Productivity System.

Francisca Tolete-Velcek, UPCM 1966   •   Lifetime Achievement Award

Dr. Francisca Tolete-Velcek has distinguished herself in the three pillars of 
medicine - service, training, and research, as evidenced by her life’s work. She is 
a Filipina pioneer in the field of Surgery, charting the course for those following 
her footsteps as a pediatric surgeon. She has literally conquered the world, from 
her humble roots in Ilocos to an illustrious surgical practice in New York City. 
She is both loved and revered in pediatric and surgical departments across 
the city. At 74, she continues her journey of providing the best possible care to 
patients and has embarked on a new endeavor – mentoring young pediatric 
surgeons in her husband’s native land, Croatia. Dr. Tolete-Velcek has served as 
UPMASA Board governor and has generously given back to the UPCM in terms of 
resources, training and mentoring.

Susan Pineda-Mercado, UPCM 1987   •   Distinguished Alumnus

Dr. Susan Pineda-Mercado has brought honor to UPCM and UPMAS 
through her exceptional leadership in national and global public health. She is 
the highest ranking Filipino director at the World Health Organization (WHO), 
heading the Division on Non-communicable Diseases with oversight of more 
than 15 public health programs in 36 countries in the Western Pacific. Dr. 
Mercado is recognized for her expertise in health promotion and strategic health 
communication, running regional health campaigns on tobacco control, early 
essential newborn care and mental health. She served as Undersecretary of the 
Philippines Department of Health advocating for public health policy. She is a 
household name in the Philippines because of her work with the NGO Kapwa 
Ko, Mahal Ko Foundation, helping raise funds for medical and surgical needs of 
more than two million poor and marginalized patients.

Hilarion Feliciano, UPCM 1913, and Jaime Feliciano, 
UPCM 1942   •   Family of the Year

From Class 1913, the Feliciano Family boasts of 
morally upright multi-awarded achievers exemplifying 
the UPCM.  Hilarion, UPCM 1913, became a public 
health officer at a US Army Camp in Lanao then built 
the Kolambugan Academy for local high schoolers.  
Jaime, UPCM 1942, after residency in Baltimore returned 

to Ozamiz City, where he became academic administrator of the family-owned Misamis University and  
medical center (MUMC). Wilfrido, UPCM 1966, is a distinguished plastic surgeon in the US, and has led 
organizations including UPMASA National. He jumpstarted the MSPF Gawad Kalinga-Mu Sigma Phi Village 
in Las Piñas. Roberto, UPCM 1970, placed 6th in the medical boards. He chose Family Practice, teaching 
in Newark and serving as administrator/physician at a juvenile detention facility. Reynaldo, UPCM 1972, 
is a top UPCM graduate, became PGH ophthalmology chief resident then pioneered in Cebu as the first 
board-certified ophthalmologist at Chong Hua and at MUMC.

Frances Lina Lantion-Ang, UPCM 1971   •   Outstanding Educator

Dr. Frances Lina Lantion-Ang has dedicated her career to the education 
and mentorship of future doctors and leaders in Internal Medicine and 
Endocrinology. Lina has been recognized by the Philippine College of Physicians 
as Most Distinguished Teacher in 2007. She is consistently praised by the 
students and trainees for her dedication and style of teaching. She teaches more 
than science – she teaches the Art of Medicine, from minute observations of skin 
moisture in thyroid disease, to keen interest in patients’ social history affecting 
overall care. Her professionalism is so admirable that no typhoon or traffic can 
stop her from being present and punctual. Her style of teaching is incomparable, 
personal, thoughtful, and priceless. She has inspired many of our trainees to 
make concrete steps in becoming better medical educators and this among 
many others, is her legacy.

5 docs, Feliciano family, and Class 67 conferred at UPMAS award

Left to right: Carl Abelardo T. Antonio, Mary 
Anne D. Chiong, Anna Maria Lena L. Lopez, 
Rosario Rubite, Junie B. Billiones,
Antonio L. Dans, Leonila Dela Fuente Dans,
Jose Florencio F.  Lapeña, Edward H.M. Wang, 
and Arnold V. Hallare.
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ERRATUM
In the November-December 2017 issue, it was mistakenly 
printed that Prof. Josephine Agapito is a BS Biology 
magna cum laude graduate. She is actually a BS Biology 
cum laude graduate. We apologize for the error.

At its general alumni homecoming and ball held on December 21, 2017, the UP Medical Alumni Society (UPMAS) conferred awards to five medical alumni, an all-UP College of Medicine family of medical 
alumni, and Class 67 for their respective contributions to health in different fields and settings, exemplifying the UPCM vision of “leadership and excellence in serving the underserved.” Below are the awardees.


