
 

 
 

 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
 

The Philippine Public Policy Network (PPPN) Inaugural Conference  
and Organizational Meeting 

 
21-22 November 2019 

International Center for Public Administration  
National College of Public Administration and Governance 

University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City 
 

 
Theme: Towards Adaptive Public Policy-Making in Anxious Times 

 
The Philippine Public Policy Network (PPPN) and the National College of Public Administration 
and Governance (NCPAG), University of the Philippines thru its Center for Policy and Executive 
Development (CPED), invite interested academics, students, practitioners, and policymakers to 
the  Philippine Public Policy Network Inaugural Conference and Organizational Meeting, with the 
theme “Towards Adaptive Public Policy-Making in Anxious Times” to be held on 21 to 22 
November 2019 at the International Center for Public Administration (ICPA), NCPAG, UP Diliman, 
Quezon City.  
 
Amidst the challenges we face in a rapidly-changing global environment brought about by the 
emergence of the fourth industrial revolution and the shift of geo-political forces, the need for 
adaptive public policies is of its outmost importance. The global rise of populism and the 
emergence of “post-truth” politics have, however, exacerbated the already complex dynamics of 
policy-making. Others even resort to and maliciously spread inaccurate information where the 
direction should have been towards utilization of more rigorous evidence and the promotion of 
responsive bureaucratic procedures for the creation of sustainable solutions to long standing 
problems. We indeed live in anxious times.  
 
The Inaugural Conference will, thus, serve as a platform for multi-disciplinary discussion, 
collaboration, and learning with scholars from various disciplines, practitioners, policymakers, and 
other citizens to discuss these issues and find ways for improving the policymaking process that 
have a very profound influence on the ways we cope and thrive in these changing times. It aims 
to examine the issues that beset the policymaking process, develop the public policy discipline 
and practice in the Philippines and in the region, and create partnerships among various 
stakeholders. It likewise aims to promote better understanding of the policy process, its context, 
and the impact of public policies.  
 
The conference is envisioned to be a “marketplace of ideas” where academics and practitioners 
can actively exchange and challenge conceptions about various policy problems, solutions to 
these problems and means to address implementation challenges.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Public policy scholars and practitioners are invited to submit papers that directly contribute to the 
conference theme and the following sub-themes:  
 

1. The Discipline of Public Policy – This includes the theory and practice of public policy 
development and analysis in the Philippines and beyond, evidence-based or evidence-
informed policy making, the Philippine policy-making process, and public policy education. 

 
2. Policy Evaluation – This covers assessment of the impact of recent challenges, events, 

policies, and programs, which include among others, poverty, inequality, inflation, fake 
news, the Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) law, Build Build Build, 
federalism, foreign policy pivot to China, war on drugs, bureaucratic capacity issues, free 
tertiary education, and free irrigation. 
 

3. Policy Innovations – This includes innovations in public sector management, international 
best practices in governance, initiatives for improving the public policy processes, and 
reflections on public policy’s growing relevance on public administration as a cross-cutting 
theme in development. 

 
The 2019 inaugural conference will also mark the formal organization of the PPPN as a country-
based network of public policy scholars under the umbrella of the Asia-Pacific Public Policy 
Network (AP-PPN). A business meeting of the network will also be held immediately after the 
conference to: (1) select the officers of the PPPN, (2) set the goals, objectives, and policies of the 
organizations, (3) identify the set of activities for the year, and (4) initiate preparations for the 2020 
annual conference. 
 
Administrative Note 
 
Conference participants are responsible for their own transportation and accommodation 
expenses. Hotels are available in the vicinity of UP-NCPAG. The conference secretariat will 
provide lunch and morning and afternoon snacks of the participants during the conference period.  
 
Please take note of the following deadlines:  
 

 May 15 (Wednesday) – E-mail abstracts of not more than 300 words in MS Word to 
pppncon2019@gmail.com on or before May 15, 2019 with the following: title of the paper, 
author’s complete name, affiliation, and abstract. Write in the subject field of your e-mail the 
following: Abstract_Last Name_First Name 
 

 May 30 (Thursday) – Notification of authors about the results of the screening by e-mail. 
 

 May 31 (Friday) up to August 18 (Sunday) – Early-bird registration period. Pay your 20% 
discounted registration fee worth PHP3,000.00 via bank or by visiting CPED (Look for Ms. JJ 
Somera or Edna Hernandez). Fax your deposit slip to PPPN Secretariat c/o Ms. Hernandez 
at 920-1353 or e-mail to pppncon2019@gmail.com. Write in the subject field of your e-mail 
the following: Earlyfee_Last Name_First Name 
 

 August 19 (Monday) up to November 11 (Monday) – Regular registration period. Pay your 
regular registration fee worth PHP4,000.00 via bank transfer or by visiting CPED (Look for 
Ms. JJ Somera or Ms. Edna Hernandez). Fax your deposit slip to PPPN Secretariat c/o Ms. 
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Hernandez at 920-1353 or e-mail to pppncon2019@gmail.com. Write in the subject field of 
your e-mail the following: Regfee_Last Name_First Name 
 

 October 31 (Thursday) – E-mail full papers in PDF and MS Word formats to 
pppncon2019@gmail.com. Write in the subject field of your e-mail the following: Paper_Last 
Name_First Name 
 

 November 15 (Friday) – E-mail PowerPoint presentation (as is, not PDF) to 
pppncon2019@gmail.com. Write in the subject field of your e-mail the following: PPT_Last 
Name_First Name 
 

 November 21-22 (Thursday-Friday) – Conference period, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

For registration and payment details, please contact Ms. JJ Somera of CPED at 
pppncon2019@gmail.com. For inquiries about the PPPN, please send an email to the organizers 
at philpublicpolicy@gmail.com.  
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