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Dr. Crisostomo is new UPM Vice Chancellor for Research 

 

Two major developments occurred recently that would 
impact greatly the conduct of research at UP Manila.   
 

One is the approval of the proposal to amend the 
BOR Resolution establishing the position of 
Assistant for Research (now Vice Chancellor for 
Research) in UP Manila concurrently serving as 
Executive Director of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) by abrogating the concurrent nature 
of both positions, and appointing a separate NIH 
Executive Director while retaining the position of 
Vice Chancellor for Research (VCR). 
 
The other is the appointment of the VCR in the 

person of Dr. Armand C. Crisostomo, colorectal 

surgeon and professor, former UP College of Medicine 

Associate Dean for Planning and Research, and 

affiliate faculty of the National Teacher Training Center for the Health Professions.   He has 

significant qualifications, achievements, and skills in the fields of health education, research, 

and extension service that he can apply in his new post. 

At the UP Manila and its College of Medicine, Dr. Crisostomo developed the Integrated Faculty 

Development Program of UPCM, developed the two-track residency/fellowship program, 

formulated the terminal competencies of the UPCM medical curriculum, and conceptualized 

the creation of the Center of Excellence in Community-Oriented Medical Education. 

Dr. Crisostomo currently heads the UP Manila Technical Working Group on Addiction Science. 

The group conducted a workshop recently to develop a curriculum for community-based drug 

rehabilitation for use of community health workers all over the country. 

In 2017, he headed the UPCM Commission on Grading Standards and Practices that 

conducted the first comprehensive evaluation of the College’s grading standards and practices 

and recommended important reforms to be undertaken. He is Chairperson of the Philippine 

Alliance for Patient Safety. As Consultant of the World Health Organization Western Pacific 

Regional Office for Patient Safety Programs, he organized training workshops for patient 

safety officers for the implementation of the WHO Safe Surgery checklist, the first ASEAN 

Patient Safety Congress, and training workshops for the WHO Patient Safety Curriculum. 

As Philippine College of Surgeons President and member, he developed standardized 

evaluation for general surgery training programs, helped formulate a standard curriculum for 

general surgery residency in the Philippines, and promoted the formulation of curriculum on 

professionalism. 
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Occupying various posts at the Philippine Board of Surgery, he conducted training workshops 

for examiners and developed the following: a competency-based format for residency in-

training examinations, innovation of module-based rating scales for oral examinations, 

examiner assessment for oral examiners, and examinee assessment of written and oral 

examinations. 

Dr. Crisostomo was awarded Outstanding Educator by the UP Medical Alumni Society in 2016.  

He has reaped numerous other awards as student leader, educator, researcher, writer, and 

physician from different recognition bodies and organizations. 

He is a fellow of the Philippine Society of General Surgeons and Philippine Society of 

Oncology. He is Executive Director and Examiner of the Philippine Board of Surgery. He is 

past president of the ff: professional societies:  Philippine Society of Colon and Rectal 

Surgeons, ASEAN Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons, past chairperson of the PGH 

Department of Surgery, past PGH Assistant Director for Health Operations, and past director 

of the UP Manila Information, Publication, and Public Affairs Office. 

He is former Editor-in-Chief of the Philippine Journal of Surgical Specialties and former Editor 

of the UP Manila Journal (now Philippine Journal for Health Research and Development. 
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