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1Location
The conference will be held at SEAMEO INNOTECH campus in Quezon City, 
Philippines. The campus is located inside the UP-Ayala Land Technohub, an 
information technology park jointly developed by the University of the Philippines 
(UP) Diliman and property developer Ayala Land. 

Upon entering Technohub from Commonwealth Avenue, in front of SEAMEO 
INNOTECH is the Microtel by Wyndham UP Technohub and HSBC Philippines. 
Commonwealth Avenue is the main access to SEAMEO INNOTECH where public 
jeepneys, buses and taxis pass.

There is also a smaller rear gate access through Central Avenue, across the 
entrance of the New Era University, which may be accessed from 7:00 am to 7:00 
pm only.

The imposing buildings with steeples and spires to the left of Technohub belong 
to the “Iglesia ni Cristo” (Church of Christ), a Christian religious group. The 
complex is known as “Iglesia Central” or “Iglesia Cathedral.” When a taxi driver 
does not know where SEAMEO INNOTECH is, it usually helps to tell him that it 
is near the Iglesia Central (or Central) or UP Technohub on the road to Fairview.
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Entry to the Philippines

Possible Air Routes

*   Brazilian and Israeli nationals are given 59 days stay based on existing agreements
** Holders of passports from the Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong and Macau
    are allowed to enter the Philippines without a visa for a stay not exceeding 14 days

Nationals from ASEAN-member states and 148 other countries can enter the 
Philippines without a visa for a stay not exceeding 30 days, “provided they hold 
valid tickets for their return journey to port of origin or next port of destination 
and their passports valid for a period of at least six months beyond contemplated 
period of stay.” - dfa.gov.ph

Participants with passports from countries listed below are advised to apply for a 
temporary visitor’s visa at the Philippine Embassy or Consulate in their respective 
country of origin or legal residence:

• Afghanistan
• Albania
• Algeria
• Armenia
• Azerbaijan
• Bangladesh
• Belarus
• Bosnia & Herzegovina
• China**
• Cuba
• Egypt
• Georgia
• India

• Iran
• Iraq
• Jordan
• Kosovo
• Lebanon
• Libya
• Macedonia
• Moldova
• Montenegro
• Nauru
• Nigeria
• North Korea
• Pakistan

• Palestine
• Sierra Leone
• Serbia
• Somalia
• South Sudan
• Sri Lanka
• Sudan
• Syria
• Taiwan
• Timor Leste
• Tonga
• Ukraine
• Yemen

*

The main international gateway for travelers to the Philippines, and Metro Manila 
in particular, is the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) in Pasay City. NAIA 
has 4 passenger terminals, 3 of which serve international flights. Terminals 1 and 3 
take the bulk of foreign arrivals accommodating international flights of 38 carriers, 
while Terminal 2 (Centennial Terminal) is exclusively used by Philippine Airlines for 
both its domestic and international flights. 

The most convinient way to reach the conference venue from NAIA is by taxi 
which would take around an hour and a half of travel time and costs between 600 
to 800 pesos.

A viable alternative entry point to Metro Manila is Clark Internatinal Airport in 
Pampanga - a province north of the capital. Clark hosts 8 airlines with international 
flights to and from 7 Asian cities: Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore, Incheon, Busan, 
Doha, and Dubai. In October of 2017, flights between Shanghai and Clark are 
expected to begin with China Eastern Airlines. 

Clark International Airport is about 2 hours away from SEAMEO INNOTECH. 
For transportation services from Clark to Metro Manila, participants may visit:           
crk.clarkairport.com.

©Lala Rimando

© crk.clarkairport.com



4Accommodation
There are hundreds of hotels all over the Metro Manila. The organizers have 
identified six accommodation options in Quezon City area based on their 
affordability, quality of service, and distance from the conference venue. When 
booking for a room in these hotels, participants are advised to mention that they 
will be attending the 15th SEAMEO INNOTECH International Conference to avail 
of the special rate given to participants.

Microtel by Wyndham 
UP-Ayala Land TechnoHub
Commonwealth Ave., Diliman, Q.C.
Distance from SI - 0.8 km
http://www.microtel-uptechnohub.com/

Verjandel Hotel
70 Kalayaan Avenue
Diliman, Q.C.
Distance from SI - 4.3 km
http://www.verjandelhotel.com/

Fersal Hotel
130 Kalayaan Avenue
Diliman, Q.C.
Distance from SI - 3.4 km
http://www.fersal.com/kalayaan/

One Liberty Hotel
12 Kalayaan Avenue
Malaya, Q.C.
Distance from SI - 5.8 km
http://www.onelibertyhotelph.com/

Seda Vertis North
Astra corner Lux Drives
Vertis North, Bago Bantay, Q.C.
Distance from SI - 3.8 km
http://www.sedahotels.com/

Oracle Hotel & Residences
317 Katipunan Avenue
Loyola Heights, Q.C.
Distance from SI - 5.8 km
http://www.oraclehotel.com.ph/
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Climate

Language

Currency

UtilitiesThe Philippines is a tropical country with just 
two seasons. During the conference, weather 
in the country is expected to be hot and dry. 
Attendees are advised to wear smart casual 
with breathable fabric. It would also be wise 
to carry an umbrella or raincoat in case of wet 
weather.

While there are over 100 regional languages 
in the Philippines, the national language 
is Filipino, with English as the most widely 
spoken second language. All business, 
governmental and legal transactions are 
conducted in English.

The 15th SEAMEO INNOTECH International 
Conference will be conducted in English.

The local currency is Philippine Peso. Notes are issued in denominations of P20, P50, P100, P200, 
P500, and P1,000, while coins are issued for 5, 10, and 25 centavos; and 1, 5 and 10 pesos. Foreign 
currencies can be exchanged at banks, hotels, authorized money changing shops, and large 
department stores.

Electricity is 220 volts A/C. Many 
of the major tourist hotels also 
have 110-volt A/C outlets. The water in 
Metro Manila and the other major cities are 
considered potable. Bottled purified water 
or mineral water is often supplied by hotels 
and resorts and sold in all grocery stores. You 
may also buy bottled drinking water from the 
SEAMEO INNOTECH Canteen.

Telephone service is available and you can 
direct dial to almost anywhere in the world. 
Various SIM and prepaid phone cards for 
both local and international calls are also 
available in different denominations, and 
can be used for either landlines or mobile 
phones. SIM and phone cards are available 
at groceries, supermarkets, convenience 
stores and malls.

THINGS TO KNOW


